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Prayer service in Chapel 
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7:00 p.m.  

Worship in Sanctuary 
(Both services include imposition of 

ashes) 
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General Conference 2012 (Part I) 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

 

United Methodists from across the globe will gather in Tampa, Florida, April 24-May 4 for the 2012 
General Conference of The United Methodist Church under the banner “Make Disciples of Jesus Christ to 
Transform the World.” General Conference, the top legislative body of our denomination, meets every four 
years to set policies and pass resolutions that address specific issues in the church and society. General 
Conference is the only body that can speak as The United Methodist Church. During the 11-day session, 
the nearly 1,000 delegates will revise The Book of Discipline, the church’s book of law.  Delegates also re-
vise The Book of Resolutions, a volume declaring the church’s stance on a variety of social issues. In this 
three-part series we will explore what General Conference is, how it functions, and what some of the ex-
pectations are for the 2012 conference.  (In the summer editions of The Messenger we will address what 
happened at General Conference.) 

Equal numbers of lay and clergy delegates to General Conference are elected from the annual confer-
ences. Each conference elects at least two delegates. The Book of Discipline limits the body to 1,000. 
Elected in 2011, 988 delegates will serve in 2012. Just as the U.S. Congress redistricts every 10 years fol-
lowing a national census, the number of lay and clergy delegates assigned from each annual conference 
changes every four years based on the number of lay and clergy members. The 2012 conference will have 
an increased number of delegates from outside the United States. 

The United Methodist Church, thanks to John Wesley’s vision that “the world is our parish,” is increas-
ingly being recognized as a global church. Annual conferences in the United States will send 606 dele-
gates. Those in Africa, Asia and Europe will have 372 delegates (up 96 from 2008 and up 186 from 2004), 
including 282 from Africa. United Methodists in the Philippines will have 48 delegates, while those in 
Europe will send 42. The North Katanga Annual Conference with 808,123 members is the largest in the 
denomination. It will send 52 delegates. (Katanga is one of the provinces of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo.) The next largest delegations are from Côte d’Ivoire, 40; North Georgia and Virginia, 26 each; 
and Florida and Western North Carolina, 22 each. Ten delegates will come from “concordat” churches with 
which the denomination has a formal relationship (four from Great Britain and two each from Puerto Rico, 
Mexico and the Caribbean and the Americas). 

Retired and active bishops attend the conference but do not vote and may not speak in plenary ses-
sions without permission from the assembly. Individual bishops preside over business sessions, normally 
serving for one morning, afternoon or evening period. 

The opening worship celebration will take place on Tuesday, April 24 at 4:00 p.m. ET with Bishop Larry 
M. Goodpaster, president of the Council of Bishops, presiding. United Methodists will be able to participate 
via live streaming at www.umc.org/gc2012. On Wednesday, April 25, three addresses will provide a 
theological grounding for the quadrennial meeting. On behalf of the 157 active and retired bishops that 
make up the Council of Bishops, Bishop Peter Weaver of the Boston Area will deliver the Episcopal Ad-
dress. (Bishop and Mrs. Weaver have a home here in Williamsburg and often worship at Williamsburg UMC 
when they are in town.) In speaking of the upcoming General Conference, Bishop Weaver states that 
“There is a lot to celebrate as we try to live out our mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world…It’s also a time of change and challenge, and we will invite the General Con-
ference into prayer and decision-making that helps us be a more effective instrument of God’s mission in 
our world.”  The Laity Address will be delivered by Dr. Steve Furr, lay leader of the Alabama-West Florida 
Annual Conference; Betty Spiwe Katiyo, a graduate of Old Mutare Mission in Zimbabwe; and Amory Peck, 
lay leader of the Pacific Northwest Conference. The third address, the Young People’s Address, will be pre-
sented by Krin Ali and Joy Eva Algodon-Bohol. Ali, 18, is a high school senior and a member of Park Hill 
UMC in Denver. Algodon-Bohol, 24, lives in Manila, Philippines. 

Every United Methodist is being asked to pray for General Conference 2012: Pray for the delegates as 
they prepare for the assembly and pray for God’s will to be clearly discerned throughout the decision-
making. 

http://www.umc.org/gc2012


 

Thoughts from Allie 
 

Recently as I was doing my devotional reading I came across a passage from the beginning of Ezekiel.  
As God prepares Ezekiel to prophesy to Israel, there are all sorts of strange things that Ezekiel must do.  He 
must eat a scroll.  He must lie on his side bound by cords for a number of day’s equal to the years of Israel’s 
punishment.  And he must bake bread and measure the amount of it he eats each day.  God explains: 
“Mortal, I am going to break the staff [supply] of bread in Jerusalem; they shall eat bread by weight and with 
fearfulness; and they shall drink water by measure and in dismay” (4:16).  In other words, food is about to 
be rationed in Jerusalem, and Ezekiel must ration his first.  Perhaps Ezekiel’s act is a symbolic warning to Is-
rael.  But perhaps it can also be understood as an act of solidarity.  Before Ezekiel can be a prophet, he has 
to feel his people’s pain. 

It’s in that spirit of solidarity that I’ve decided to try a new Lenten discipline this year.  (Have you thought 
about Lent yet?  Ash Wednesday is February 22!)  Recently, I read an article on something called the Food 
Stamp Challenge.    Over the past few years, this challenge has been promoted by various religious and com-
munity groups and even taken up by congressional representatives.  To take the challenge, a person agrees 
to spend a certain amount of time spending no more on food than what an average recipient of food stamps 
would receive.  For Lent this year, I’m going to undertake my own version of the Food Stamp Challenge. 

According to USDA statistics, the average food stamp recipient in Virginia in 2011 received $129.55 per 
month.  That works out to $4.32 a day in a 30-day month, or $30.23 a week.  In other words, barely more 
than a dollar a meal.  I don’t know about you, but even most of the meals I make at home run significantly 
more than that, and every once in a while one meal out might require the better half of that $30. 

And yet, this is what many people in our community have to live on.  An article in the Gazette from this 
past summer noted that even as the economy showed early signs of recovery, the number of food stamp 
cases in Williamsburg was continuing to rise—from 414 to 511 in the city between June 2010 and June 2011.  
By the way, that’s not 511 people, that’s 511 families, with an average of about 3 people each.  Many of our 
neighbors who come to church seeking financial assistance live on food stamps.  Maybe, by taking up this 
challenge, I’ll understand just a little bit better what life is like for them. 

Now, I am going to bend the rules a little bit to make this practice sustainable for the six weeks of Lent—
knowing as I do so that not everyone has that privilege (and that Ezekiel might not approve!)  My two main 
concerns are that I won’t be able to eat out with 
friends, and that I won’t be able to maintain a 
healthy diet.  So here’s what I’m going to do—I’m 
going to keep careful track of the food I buy.  For 
any money I spend over $30 a week on groceries, 
and any money I spend eating out, I will donate 
twice that amount to the Lenten offering. 

Oh, and one more thing.  For the first week 
of Lent, from February 22-28, I’m going to do 
this challenge by the book.  No eating out, and no 
exceeding the $30 limit.  And I’d like to invite 
you to join me.  Spend just one week living how 
1500 people in our city live—perhaps not wonder-
ing where your next meal is coming from, but at 
least wondering how long it’s going to last. If you 
can’t do it that week, pick another.   If you’d like 
to try, let me know you’re in—and then share 
your experiences with me.  And whether you par-
ticipate or not, I’ll share mine with you.  Perhaps 
it will change how we look at God’s children.  
Maybe it will even help us find our prophetic 
voice. 



 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
February 2012 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Susanna Wesley Circle  – Wednesday, February 1, at 10:00 a.m. in Room 309.  
 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, February 6, will meet at the home of Judi French at 11:00 a.m. for 
brunch. 
 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, February 7, at 9:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall.  Program:  
Feather Fox will present a program on “Role of Faith in Lives of First Ladies.”  All ladies of the church are in-
vited to attend.    
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, February 7, 1:30 p.m., Chambrel Activities Room.  We will be making and 
sending Valentines to the residents of Brooks Howell Home. 
 

Friendship Circle  – Monday, February 13, 10:30 a.m. in Room 309. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, February 13, 10:30 a.m. in the Ballroom of Windsor Meade to hear a 
presentation concerning Avalon.  Members of the Circle should bring donations of requested items to the 
meeting.   
 

Carol Scott Circle  – Tuesday, February 14, at 1:00 p.m. in the Den. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, February 14, at 7:00 p.m., Room 309.  The program will be 
on the History of Valentine’s Day and why it is a special day on the calendar. 

 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, February 21, 10:30 a.m., in the main building of  
Williamsburg Landing.  

Important Date(s) to Remember 
General Assembly Day – Thursday, February 2, Richmond 

WUMW Local Board Meeting – Monday, February 27, 7:00 p.m. in Room 309 

If you ever have a moment, stop by 
our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out 
about all the ministries and other activities that 
you or your family may be interested in join-
ing!!  We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about some-
thing you see on our website, contact Lianne 
Koch in the church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Silver Saints Luncheon 
Our monthly Silver Saints luncheon group will 

meet on Wednesday, February 8 at noon in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  Our speaker for February will be Mr. 
David  Riggs who will speak on “Jamestown in the 
Civil War.”  This group is open to any one age 50 
plus, and we enthusiastically welcome all new mem-
bers!   We only ask that you bring a small donation 
for the chicken (provided) and a side dish or dessert 
to share with the group.  Also, please bring a non-
perishable food item to be donated to our local food 
bank, FISH.  We look forward 
to seeing you!   

For information about 
our Silver Saints group, 
contact Cindy Banek 
(229-1771). 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

It was William Gladstone who said:  “Books are delightful society. If you go into a room and find it full of 
books—even without taking them from the shelves they seem to speak to you, to bid your welcome.”  How-
ever don’t take Gladstone’s word for it.  Consider this your personal invitation to our church library’s Open 
House, Sunday, February 12 between worship services.  Come and enjoy some hot cider and cookies and ex-
perience for yourself the warm hospitality that abounds in our wonderful world of books.  It may be you will 
hear one of the many books in our collection speaking especially to you, beckoning you to check it out to 
read. 

Featured adult books this month are selections in the UMW Reading Program including 11 new ones, 
among them:  Hidden in the Rubble: A Haitian Pilgrimage, The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, 
More Bad Girls of the Bible, and It’s Easier to Reach Heaven Than the End of the Street: A Jeru-
salem Memoir.   While the Reading Program is a study opportunity provided under the umbrella of the 
UMW, you do not need to be a member of the UMW  to check out and benefit from the excellent books in 
this program which are divided into 5 categories:  Education for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing 
for Community, Social Action and Spiritual Growth.  For those who are reading books for credit, you’ll find a 
new color-coding system to aid you in making your selections.   When not featured on display, these books 
may be found on the shelves to the right as you enter the library. 

For children you’ll find snow and love are in the air and featured in their cozy 
room.  Seek out a visit with Snowflake Bentley, discover whose the Stranger in 

the Woods, or take a walk in White Snow Bright Snow.  Then warm up with 
Wherever You Are My Love Will find You, I Love You As Big As The World, 
The Day It Rained Hearts, and The Valentine Express. 
 

“Book lovers will understand me, and they will know too, that part of the pleasure 
of a library lies in its very existence.” 

 —Jan Morris 

Library News 

A special thank you to all who 
helped to water the Poinsettias 
throughout December. Remember 
we will need you again at Easter 

for the lilies. 

Also, I especially appreciate all who continue to 
help with Sanctuary care. Many of you have given 
Friday mornings, or any other morning deemed nec-
essary, to making the church ready for Sunday wor-
ship for these last fourteen (14) years. Thank you 
for all you do to help.  There is always a 
place for anyone else who would like to 
volunteer to place their name on the 
substitute list to help in the Sanctuary.  
Please call 565-1622. 

Again, thank you all. 

Marty Martin,  
Sanctuary Care  

A big thank you to the congregation for the 
stocking stuffers for the Agape Christian Community 
Center on the Eastern Shore.  Children decorated 
the stockings on Thanksgiving morning and the con-
gregation provided candy, socks, hats, gloves, 
school supplies and toys to fill them.   

Thank You 

Above:  Holley Walling and Terry Morgan with some of the 
Agape Center children. 



 

ReNEW Youth Ministry in February! 
 

From reNEW Youth Ministry… 
 

February is the way many people spell “mid-winter blahs.”  But reNEW Youth Ministry is piling on enough 
activities, events and other “big events” to remove “blah” from everyone’s vocabulary! 

 

Make sure you pick up your Super Bowl Chili on February 5!  Beginning after the 
8:15 a.m. worship service, reNEW YM representatives will be in—or near—Fellowship Hall, 

ready-and-willing to give you your order.  If you forgot to order your chili or discover you 
need more, additional chili will be available for purchase in limited quantities…
while supplies last!  If you pre-ordered chili and are unable to make the pick-up day, please 

contact Todd Query at the church to make other arrangements.   
 

February 5 is also the traditional First-Half Super Bowl and Commercial 
Watching Potluck Party!  Come watch the first half of the big game…plus all the new, 
expensive commercials…on the Big Screen in The Shelter (Youth Center).  Youth with last 
names A-L please bring an “appetizer” to share; Youth with Last Names M-Z, please bring a 
“dessert” to share.  Please arrange for rides home after the halftime show. 

  

And finally, February 5 is also Commitment Deadline for the 2012 reNEW 
Youth Ministry AFRICA Mission Trip.  Trip Applications were distributed at the January 
17 Information Meeting and are also available for download on the Youth Missions page 
of the Church Website. 

 

Be sure to come to worship on February 19 for Youth Sunday!  Youth representatives will assume 
leadership of worship at both 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. services; you won’t want to miss this! 
 

As always, more information on these and other reNEW Youth Ministry events is available in the          
reNEWsletter, a bi-monthly electronic newsletter publication.  Events and regular updates are also posted 
on our Group Facebook Page.  Links and online signup can be found under College and Youth on the 
Church Website. 
 

reNEW Youth Ministry:  
Nurturing, Empowering and Welcoming youth, for the transformation of the world. 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of 
those who have passed away  
during the month of January: 

Robert Caven 

Beverly Harden 

Lyman Hubbard Sr.,  

father of Lyman Hubbard Jr. 

James Macon 

Elnita Miller 

Who are We as  
Methodists? 

Are you interested in learning 
more about the things that make our 
Methodist heritage and identity 

unique?  Come and join the Adult Bible Study Sun-
day School class in Room 174 during the Sunday 
School hour from 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  Through 
the month of February and into the beginning of 
March, Pastor Allie is leading a discussion on the 
book, “This We Believe:  The Core of Wesleyan 
Faith and Practice,” by Bishop Will Willimon.  All are 
welcomed to attend! 

http://williamsburgumc.org/#/college-youth/youth-missions
http://us2.campaign-archive1.com/home/?u=ef39e8f75da64b71ed241ad8f&id=5877761104
http://www.facebook.com/WUMCYouth
http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

The United Methodist Men’s  
Valentine Sweetheart Breakfast  

will be held on Saturday, February 11,  
at 8:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.   

Those desiring to attend should contact  
Charley Skillman  

(258-4930 or csskillmanjr@cox.net)  
by Monday, February 6.   

The cost of the breakfast is $5.00 per person.  
The program will feature the “Flute Frenzy” under 

the direction of Margaret Carlson. 

Hands of Hope 
Hands of Hope is a new mid-week, service-

oriented mission program for children in Kindergar-
ten through 5th grades.  Our program’s goal is for 
children to learn about and share God’s love 
through actively serving people in our commu-
nity.  Our aim is to make missions and service to 
others an everyday and lifelong activity for chil-
dren.  We meet every Thursday night following the 
children’s choir calendar at 5:00 p.m. for grades 3 – 
5 and 6:00 p.m. for grades K – 2 in Room 207. 
Come and see what you have been missing – ask us 

about “chalking the 
door” or decorating a 
very special gift!  For 
more information,  
contact Cindy Banek 
(229-1771). 

Early Childhood 

Music School 

Registration 

Above: Norma Champion is shown teaching one of her 15 weekly toddler 
classes. 

Registration for the fall 2012 semester and two 
5-day summer sessions begins March 15.  Children, 
ages two months through six years, are eligible to 
enroll on a first-come-first-serve basis.  Morning, 
afternoon and evening times are available Monday 
– Thursday beginning in September.   

The classes in music and movement, taught by 
internationally certified instructors, include age-
appropriate experiences with singing, listening, 
moving and playing instruments.  Children’s natural 
musical instincts are nurtured in a positive environ-
ment that requires parental involvement.   

Adult keyboard classes are also offered. 

Early Childhood Music School, a ministry of Wil-
liamsburg United Methodist Church, has again re-
ceived international recognition as “an exemplary 
program.” 

To learn more about ECMS or to register for  
either summer or fall classes, please contact 

Cindy Freeman, Director (229-1771 x108) or  
cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org   

mailto:csskillmanjr@cox.net
mailto:cfreeman@williamsburgumc.org


 

The following article is the first in a series of articles to be published in forthcoming monthly editions of “The Messenger,” focus-
ing on organizations receiving support from Williamsburg UMC. 

The “Erase the Need Center” Meets Needs of 
Students and Families 

Pam Frazier formerly operated Williamsburg-James City County Schools' “Food 4 Kids Backpack Program” 
from an equipment closet at Warhill High School. Each week, boxes stacked as high as the ceiling filled the 
closet space as Frazier, the district's Title I parent outreach facilitator, worked to make sure the district's 
neediest students went home with backpacks of food that would see them through the weekend. 

This program has grown to the point where it now it helps about 452 families weekly.  Last year, Sentara 
Williamsburg Regional Medical Center donated about 2,000 square feet of warehouse space behind the hospi-
tal to establish a new “Erase the Need Center”.  The center provides a permanent home for the backpack 
program and gives it space to grow. 

 The new facility is already helping Frazier expand her offerings. WJCC was recently selected as the only 
school division in the state to receive 2,000 backpacks, snack packs, hygiene items and books for homeless 
students. The division has worked with Newport News, York, Gloucester, Mathews and Poquoson school sys-
tems to give backpacks to needy students.  Also, the third Saturday of each month, an average of 75 families 
show up to receive food from the USDA food distribution.   

The Local Outreach Committee of Williamsburg UMC recently decided to support this program and has 
designated “Erase the Need” as one of three charities to receive funds from the Lenten Special Offering. 

Want to help? The Erase the Need Center needs volunteers, food, clothing, books, school supplies and 
Monetary Gifts.  For more information contact Pam Frazier (903-1394). 

Olde Towne Medical Center — A sliding-scale clinic providing medical, dental 
and prescription assistance for uninsured and under-insured families in the Greater 
Williamsburg Area.  

  

Enhanced Intake & Referral System — Coordinates services provided to 
area homeless persons by Williamsburg, James City & York Counties, the United 
Way, the Salvation Army, and area faith communities including Williamsburg United 
Methodist Church; screens clients to identify needs and links them with existing 
services. 
  

Erase the Need School Back-Pack Program — Provides chronically hungry elementary school students 
in the Greater Williamsburg Area with backpacks of food each Friday to feed them through the weekend. 

Local Outreach Beneficiaries  For  
 

    Upcoming Lenten Offering  



 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the 
deadline for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be 

typed or neatly printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing 
for grammar, spelling and content.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch 

at lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Lianne 
or call (229-1771). 

Bob Evans 
Chair, Finance Committee  

 

WILLIAMSBURG 

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH BUDGET 
Each year the Finance Committee prepares and submits to the Church Council a Church 

Operating Budget.  For 2012 the approved budget is $1,627,968 which is actually $42,100 
less than the 2011 budget.  The income portion of the budget is $1,629,000.  Historically, 
81% of our income comes from pledges.  That means we need to receive $1,319,490 from 
pledges in 2012.  Unfortunately, as of January 10 our pledge total is only $1,236,047 
which means a shortfall in income of $83,443.  This amount assumes there will be 100% 
payment of all pledges which never happens.  Historically the church receives only 94% of 
the pledge amount.  If this happens in 2012 the real shortfall could be as much as 
$174,600. 

Obviously this is a totally unsatisfactory situation.  There are basically two ways to 
eliminate the shortfall.  One is to cut the budget, which will be very difficult to do and the 
other is to increase the pledge total or a combination of the two.  Why is it so difficult to 
cut the budget?  It is difficult because 86.3% ($1,404,919) of our budget covers fixed 
costs such as Staff, Buildings and Grounds, Debt Reduction and District & Conference Ap-
portionments.  The best solution to the problem is to increase revenue through increased 
pledging. 

WUMC has received 428 pledges for 2012, which are 69 less than we had in 2011.  In 
terms of dollars this equates to a short fall in pledges of $176,195.  If you have not made 
your pledge for 2012, please consider making one soon.  Your pledge is just an estimate of 
what your giving will be in 2012 and is given in recognition of the commitment you made 
when you joined WUMC.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation and support in cor-
recting this very serious funding problem. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

"Why don't you try this?"  When you are going through tough times, everyone has advice.  But often it isn't 
the advice you need--it's caring Stephen Ministers who are trained to give this care by listening instead of 
telling you what to do. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES  

Senior Pastor’s Wednesday Evening Bible 
Study 

 

Our Bible study on The Healing Ministry of Jesus 
continues each Wednesday in Fellowship Hall led by 
Senior Pastor Bill Jones. The study focuses on ways 
the healing stories in the Gospel of Luke give special 
attention to the concern of Jesus for total health. 
We are considering such questions as What does 
‘healing’ mean? Does prayer make a difference in 

healing? How does spiri-
tual, physical and men-
tal health interact?  The 
Bible study meets on 
Wednesdays 7:00 p.m.-
8:30 p.m.  Everyone is 
welcome. 

Grief Support Class: 

"To Mourn Well is to Live Well and Love Well" 
 

If you have sustained the loss of a loved one or 
close friend, you do not need to go through this dif-
ficult time alone.  Using the structure and materials 
of renowned thanatologist, Dr. Alan Wolfelt, you will 
begin to understand the mourn-
ing process.  This class will also 
provide an opportunity for you 
to share your experiences with 
others who are walking down a 
similar path. 

Please join us for 10 weeks 
beginning Monday, March 5 
6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. in Room 
206.   Facilitator:  Rev. Jeanne 
Forrest (503-3550). 

You and Your Spiritual Gifts: 

"Discovering God's Vision For Your Life" 
  

This class will use materials developed by Rev. 
Kenneth C. Haugk, Founder of  Stephen Ministries, 
to help you discover your unique spiritual gifts.  As 
you gain a new perspective on your life, you will 
understand how your spiritual gifts unite with the 
gifts of others within the body of Christ.  Please join 
us Monday mornings 11:00 am - noon beginning 
Monday, March 5 and continuing for 8 weeks in 
Room 206.  Call the church office to register (229-
1771).  Facilitator:  Rev. Jeanne Forrest. 

Creating Happiness in Your Life 
  

This class will help you become 
aware of how the choices you 

make affect your life.  Make the 
choice to align your desires with 
God to create more happiness in 

your life, and lead a more 
successful and longer life! 

JOIN US Tuesdays 
10:30 a.m. – noon  

beginning February 7.   
For further information, contact 
Rev. Jeanne Forrest (503-3550). 



 

 

 

 
 

Encountering Jesus 
on the Way to the 

Cross 
 

During the six Sundays in Lent we will ponder 
the relationship Jesus had with six characters whose 
lives were changed by their encounter with Jesus on 
his way to the cross. These characters face choices 
and experience feelings very similar to our own as 
we encounter Jesus in the Bible.  During Lent as we 
walk our path in Jesus’ footsteps we may learn from 
them what it means to have a life-changing encoun-
ter with God.  Please invite your family and friends 
to join us each Sunday in Lent at our 8:30 a.m. or 
11:00 a.m. worship services for this provocative ser-
mon series. 
 

February 26 Pontius Pilate 
March 4  Barabbas 
March 11  Mary Magdalene 
March 18  Joseph of Arimathea 
March 25  Peter 
April 1  Judas Iscariot 

March Healing  
Conference:  

“Jesus Christ, The Same, 
Yesterday,  

Today, and Forever” 
 

Members of the Christian 
community in the Greater Wil-
liamsburg Area are invited to 
participate in a Christian Heal-
ing Conference to be held at 
the Williamsburg Community 
Chapel on Friday, March 9 

7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. and Sat-
urday, March 10 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 

p.m. The main theme will emphasize “The healing 
love and power of Jesus Christ are always at work.” 
Come for spiritual inspiration and for healing of your 
personal needs. The Reverends Hugh and Khara 
Bromiley have led numerous healing conferences 
across the United States over the past twenty years. 
They wrote the book “In Search of a Miracle,” their 
personal experience with the healing ministry of Je-
sus Christ. Hugh is currently the Rector of St. 
George Episcopal Church at the Villages, Florida, 
where they both conduct a weekly healing ministry.  
For more information or to register, contact John 
Herr ingshaw, Registrar, (654-3171) or 
bjherr@aol.com 

Respite Care Launches 6 week pilot program 

Memories In the Making 
Creative Storytelling Through Art 

For People with Memory Loss 
 

Language is often impaired by Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias.  The MITM Art 
Program strives to use artwork to fulfill the person’s need to communicate.  Without a safe 
place to attempt to communicate, an individual with memory loss begins to withdraw.  MITM 
is a means to fill that gap and encourage individuals to tell their story through 
art!  The program has been around for twenty years in twenty four states and 

four countries.  An art show at the end is in the planning stages.  Our initial 
pilot is being held on Mondays.  We hope to offer this wonderful program 

again so that all of our Respite Care clients can share their stories!  Anyone wanting 
to help with the art show or display can contact Respite Care (229-1771)! 

mailto:bjherr@aol.com
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Taizé Worship Returns for Lent 
During Lent, Williamsburg UMC will offer Taizé Worship every Sunday evening starting February 26 

through March 25, 7:00 p.m. to 7:40 p.m. in the Chapel. On March 25 at 6:10 p.m., we will show a 45-
minute DVD in the Fellowship Hall about Taizé worship and its origins. 

Taizé worship is a candlelight service of songs, prayers and silence. Taizé prayer invites us to enter the 
depths of our being by singing simple, meditative songs. In community with people around the globe, we sing 
songs that transcend ordinary words into a quiet spirit of prayer. Central to Taizé Worship is silence, espe-
cially one long silence in the middle of the service. During this silence we beckon God’s presence and listen 
for the still, small voice of Christ. As the weeks of Lent progress we seek to be more open to the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit through personal reflection and silent prayers with God. Taizé is the name of a small community in 
southern France, near Burgundy, which is home to a Christian monastic order known world-wide as the Taizé 
Community. It is composed of about 100 Christian brothers who come from Protestant and Catholic tradi-
tions. The brothers represent about 30 countries around the world. The monastic order has a strong devotion 
to peace and justice through prayer and meditation. The community has become one of the world's most im-
portant sites of Christian pilgrimage attracting over 100,000 young people an-
nually. People of all ages make a pilgrimage to Taizé, France each year for 
prayer, Bible study, personal reflection, sharing, and communal work. 
Through the community's ecumenical outlook, they are encouraged to live in 
the spirit of kindness, simplicity and reconciliation. Taizé is most familiar to 
United Methodists through its songs, five of which are in the 1989 United 
Methodist Hymnal, and ten songs in “The Faith We Sing” UMH supple-
ment. Learn more about Taizé at their website: http://www.taize.fr/.  
Questions?  Contact Richard Sowers (229-1771). 

http://www.taize.fr/

